MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no_

Property Name: _Old Edgewood Road Guardhouse Inventory Number: _ HA-1947
Address: SE corner of Edgewood Rd. & Fairview Pt. Rd. City: _Edgewood Zip Code: _21040
County: Harford USGS Topographic Map: Edgewood, MD
Owner: _ U.S. Army Chemical & Biological Defense Command Is the property being evaluated a district? ____ yes
Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number:

Project: _ Edgewood MARC Station Site Assessment Agency: Maryland Transit Administration
Site visitby MHT staff: _X no _ _ yes Name: Date:
Is the property is located within a historic district? _ yes _X no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number:

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes Name of District:

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource ___yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context yes
If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes _ X no
Criteria: A B C D Considerations: __ A __B___C__ D E F__ G None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:  Phase I Architectural Resources Survey-Edgewood MARC Station Site
Assessment

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Edgewood Guarahouse, constructed in the early 1940s, is typical of World War II-era guardhouses erected at military
installations throughout the United States at about the same. An isolated building, it is not a component of a larger district. As
a common example of a standard building type, it lacks architectural and historical significance. Therefore, it appears ineligible
for the National Register under any of the four criteria.

Prepared by: Douglas C. McVarish Date Prepared: 4/18/02
1
Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended k

Criteriaz ___ A __B ___C__D Considerations: _ A _ B C_D_E___F___ G __None
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Maryland Historical Trust

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF
HISTORIC PROPERTIES

State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No. HA-1947
Magi No.

DOE yes __no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common Old Edgewood Road Guardhouse

2. Location

Southeast corner of Edgewood Rd. & Fairview Pt. Rd.

street & number ___not for publication

city, town Edgewood ___vicinity of congressional district

state  Maryland county Harford

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

___district public ____occupied ___agriculture ____museum

_X building(s) X private _X unoccupied ___commercial __park

___structure ___both ___work in progress ___aducational private residence

___site Public Acqusition Accessible ___entertainment ___religious

___object ___Iin process ___yes: restricted government ___scientific
___being considered ___yes: unrestricted ___ industrial ___transportation
___not applicable __no ___military _X other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

(give names and mailing addresses of gll owners)

name U.S Army Chemical and Biological Defense Command

street & number

Edgewood Area, Aberdeen Proving Ground

telephone no.:

city, town  Edgewood state and zip code Maryland 21010
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Harford County Courthouse R
street & number 40 South Main Street folio

city, town Bel Air

state Maryland

6- Representation il'l EXiStilE Historical Surveys

title

date

__federal ___state __ county __ local

ository for survey records

city, town

state




7. Description Survey No. HA-1947

Condition Check one Check one

___excellent ___deteriorated _X unaltered _X original site

_X good ___ruins ___altered ___moved date of move
__ fair ____unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

This small utilitarian guardhouse was built to serve as a checkpoint for vehicles entering the Edgewood Arsenal from Edgewood.
After the base became open to the public, the guardhouse was no longer staffed. It remains in good condition and repair.

The Route 755 Guardhouse for the Edgewood Area, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, is located on an island between the two
traffic lanes of Edgewood Road at the north end of the installation. This rectangular, single story, gabled roof building is a
single bay wide and three bays deep. The gable ends face the road while the side walls have central gabled entrance bays. The
building appears to have been constructed of concrete coated with stucco. It is set on a concrete slab, and its roof is sheathed
in slate.

Both gable ends are fenestrated with large, single light, fixed windows. These windows permitted the guards to view oncom-
ing traffic. The side walls are fenestrated with one over one, double hung sash windows. The side walls of the gabled entry
bays are pierced by rectangular, wood-framed openings that do not contain window sashes. The wood-framed doors have a
single rectangular light in the upper section. A sign is placed in the north gable peak identifying the building. Both gable
peaks of the main block are pierced by rectangular wood louvered vents. The gable peaks of the entry bays are sheathed in
wood. The lower edge is defined by a shed-roofed pent.

The oval island on which the guardhouse sits in planted in grass and is landscaped with low bushes.
Lacking historic photographs of the building, it is difficult to assess the level and type of alterations. It is probable that we
single-light, plate glass window on the south gable end represents a replacement for an original multi-light window.



Survey No. HA-1047

8. Sigﬂificance

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
___prehistoric ___archeology-prehistory __ community planning ___landscape architecture ___ religion
—1400-1499 ___archeology-historic ___conservation __law ___sclence
___1500-1599 ___agriculture ___economics ___literature ___sculpture
___1600-1699 ___architecture ___education _X military ___social/
___1700-1799 __art ___engineering ___music humanitarian
___1800-1899 ___commerce ___exploration/settiement ___philosophy ___theater
_X1900- ___communications ___industry ___politics/government ___transporation
___Invention ___other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B _C _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: e 3 B e D R R 8
Level of Significance: _ national __state __local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

According to building inventories of the Edgewood Arsenal, this building was constructed in the early 1940s during the major
personnel buildup at the installation that took place during World War II. The increased traffic at the gate and increased
security concemns necessitated replacement of the former gatehouse located a short distance north on the east side of Edgewood

Road

Although a remnant of the major buildup at Edgewood during World War II, the guardhouse is not individually significant. It
was constructed to a standard design used at installations throughout the United States at the same time. It is also signifi-
cantly removed from the concentration of buildings forming the core of the installation. It is not recommended individually
=ligible for the National Register nor is it reccommended eligible as a component in a larger historic district.



9. Major Bibliographical Reference SuEvey Wor HA-TT

Edgewood Arsenal Building Inventories. In the files of the Command Historian. U.S. Army Chemical and B:

Warfare Defense Command. Edgewood, Maryland.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nomiated property less than one

Quadrangle name Edgewood, MD Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UTM Refernces do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The boundary of this property consists of the food of the building itself.
List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code - county code
county code |

state _ code
11. Form Prepared By

pameftitie Douglas C. McVarish, Project Architectural Historian

organization _ John Milner Associates, Inc. date August 1996
street & number 1216 Arch Street, 5th Floor telephone (215) 561-7637
city or town  Philadelphia state PA

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was cfficialiy created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
DHCP/DHCD
100 COMMUNITY PLACE
CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032
(301-514-7600)



. . Survey No. HA-1947
Continuation Sheet Name Old Edgewood Road Guardhouse

County Harford

The Edgewood Guardhouse to the installation is typical of World War II-era guardhouses erected at military installations
throughout the United States at about the same time. As acommon example of a standard building type, it lacks architectural
and historical significance.
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O -~ HA-1947
Old Edgewood Road Guardhouse
Southeast corner of Edgewood Road and Fairview Pt.
Road

Edgewood, Harford County
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